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Staple length (inches) Effective date 

15⁄16 ............................................................ Aug. 1, 1961. 
13⁄8 ............................................................. Aug. 10, 1943. 
17⁄16 ............................................................ Aug. 10, 1943. 
11⁄2 ............................................................. Aug. 1, 1929. 

[49 FR 28391, July 12, 1984] 

§ 28.306 Over 13⁄16 inch staple. 
Cotton which is more than thirteen- 

sixteenths of an inch in length of sta-
ple but is not exactly one of the meas-
urements specified in § 28.302, shall be 
designated by that one of such meas-
urements which comes nearest under 
its true measurement. 

[22 FR 10930, Dec. 28, 1957. Redesignated at 49 
FR 28391, July 12, 1984] 

§ 28.307 Bale of different staple 
lengths. 

Whenever the length of staple of cot-
ton taken from one part of a bale is dif-
ferent from that taken from another 
part of the same bale, the length of sta-
ple of the cotton in such bale shall be 
that of the part which is the shorter. 

[22 FR 10930, Dec. 28, 1957. Redesignated at 49 
FR 28391, July 12, 1984] 

OFFICIAL COTTON STANDARDS OF THE 
UNITED STATES FOR THE COLOR GRADE 
OF AMERICAN UPLAND COTTON 

AUTHORITY: Section 28.401 to 28.451 issued 
under Sec. 10, 42 Stat. 1519; (7 U.S.C. 61). In-
terpret or apply Sec. 6, 42 Stat. 1518, as 
amended; (7 U.S.C. 56), unless otherwise 
noted. 

SOURCE: 57 FR 34497, Aug. 5, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

WHITE COTTON 

§ 28.401 Good Middling Color. 
Good Middling Color is color which is 

within the range represented by a set 
of samples in the custody of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in a 
container marked ‘‘Original Official 
Cotton Standards of the United States, 
American Upland, Good Middling, ef-
fective July 1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.402 Strict Middling Color. 
Strict Middling Color is color which 

is within the range represented by a set 
of samples in the custody of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in a 

container marked ‘‘Original Official 
Cotton Standards of the United States, 
American Upland, Strict Middling, ef-
fective July 1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.403 Middling Color. 

Middling Color is color which is with-
in the range represented by a set of 
samples in the custody of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in a 
container marked ‘‘Original Official 
Cotton Standards of the United States, 
American Upland, Middling, effective 
July 1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.404 Strict Low Middling Color. 

Strict Low Middling Color is color 
which is within the range represented 
by a set of samples in the custody of 
the United States Department of Agri-
culture in a container marked ‘‘Origi-
nal Official Cotton Standards of the 
United States, American Upland, 
Strict Low Middling, effective July 1, 
1987.’’ 

§ 28.405 Low Middling Color. 

Low Middling Color is color which is 
within the range represented by a set 
of samples in the custody of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in a 
container marked ‘‘Original Official 
Cotton Standards of the United States, 
American Upland, Low Middling, effec-
tive July 1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.406 Strict Good Ordinary Color. 

Strict Good Ordinary Color is color 
which is within the range represented 
by a set of samples in the custody of 
the United States Department of Agri-
culture in a container marked ‘‘Origi-
nal Official Cotton Standards of the 
United States, American Upland, 
Strict Good Ordinary, effective July 1, 
1987.’’ 

§ 28.407 Good Ordinary Color. 

Good Ordinary Color is color which is 
within the range represented by a set 
of samples in the custody of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in a 
container marked ‘‘Original Official 
Cotton Standards of the United States, 
American Upland, Good Ordinary, ef-
fective July 1, 1987.’’ 
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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 28.426 

LIGHT SPOTTED COTTON 

SOURCE: 57 FR 34497, Aug. 5, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 28.411 Good Middling Light Spotted 
Color. 

Good Middling Light Spotted Color is 
color which in spot or color, or both, is 
between Good Middling Color and Good 
Middling Spotted Color. 

§ 28.412 Strict Middling Light Spotted 
Color. 

Strict Middling Light Spotted Color 
is color which in spot or color, or both, 
is between Strict Middling Color and 
Strict Middling Spotted Color. 

§ 28.413 Middling Light Spotted Color. 

Middling Light Spotted Color is color 
which in spot or color, or both, is be-
tween Middling Color and Middling 
Spotted Color. 

§ 28.414 Strict Low Middling Light 
Spotted Color. 

Strict Low Middling Light Spotted 
Color is color which in spot or color, or 
both, is between Strict Low Middling 
Color and Strict Low Middling Spotted 
Color. 

§ 28.415 Low Middling Light Spotted 
Color. 

Low Middling Light Spotted Color is 
color which in spot or color, or both, is 
between Low Middling Color and Low 
Middling Spotted Color. 

§ 28.416 Strict Good Ordinary Light 
Spotted Color. 

Strict Good Ordinary Light Spotted 
Color is color which in spot or color, or 
both, is between Strict Good Ordinary 
Color and Strict Good Ordinary Spot-
ted Color. 

SPOTTED COTTON 

SOURCE: 57 FR 34498, Aug. 5, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 28.421 Good Middling Spotted Color. 

Good Middling Spotted Color is color 
which is better than Strict Middling 
Spotted Color. 

§ 28.422 Strict Middling Spotted Color. 

Strict Middling Spotted Color is 
color which is within the range rep-
resented by a set of samples in the cus-
tody of the United States Department 
of Agriculture in a container marked 
‘‘Original Official Cotton Standards of 
the United States, American Upland, 
Strict Middling Spotted, effective July 
1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.423 Middling Spotted Color. 

Middling Spotted Color is color 
which is within the range represented 
by a set of samples in the custody of 
the United States Department of Agri-
culture in a container marked ‘‘Origi-
nal Official Cotton Standards of the 
United States, American Upland, Mid-
dling Spotted, effective July 1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.424 Strict Low Middling Spotted 
Color. 

Strict Low Middling Spotted Color is 
color which is within the range rep-
resented by a set of samples in the cus-
tody of the United States Department 
of Agriculture in a container marked 
‘‘Original Official Cotton Standards of 
the United States, American Upland, 
Strict Low Middling Spotted, effective 
July 1, 1987.’’ 

§ 28.425 Low Middling Spotted Color. 

Low Middling Spotted Color is color 
which is within the range represented 
by a set of samples in the custody of 
the United States Department of Agri-
culture in a container marked ‘‘Origi-
nal Official Cotton Standards of the 
United States, American Upland, Low 
Middling Spotted, effective July 1, 
1987.’’ 

§ 28.426 Strict Good Ordinary Spotted 
Color. 

Strict Good Ordinary Spotted Color 
is color which is within the range rep-
resented by a set of samples in the cus-
tody of the United States Department 
of Agriculture in a container marked 
‘‘Original Official Cotton Standards of 
the United States, American Upland, 
Strict Good Ordinary Spotted, effective 
July 1, 1987.’’ 
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